
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, September 19, 2018. Father Charlie, Dee Treaster, 
Liz Reese, Cris Bloom, Amy Timan, Dianne Bremmer, John Switalski and Tom Parrish were in 
attendance. Bob Hoffman, Marleen Gillan, Joan Gavin and Sandi Craig were absent. We met in 
Classroom #1; Father chaired the meeting. This meeting was rescheduled from last Wednesday, 
09/12, due to Father being out. 
 
As part of the Opening Prayer, we shared where we’ve seen God in the past few weeks. The 
Minutes from our August meeting were also approved with no changes 
 
Old Business: 
When will the Council meet as an Arise group? The Arise program officially starts on 10/07; 
we’ll meet on Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 PM, beginning on 10/09. The first module will wrap up 
on 11/13. 
 
Committees Clarifications (cont.): Dee and Cris have reached out to Chris Wahlmark regarding 
adding Parish ministry/volunteerism information to the website, but haven’t been able to arrange 
a meeting yet. Efforts ongoing. 
 
Pastoral Council interaction with parishioners: Nametags for PC members have been created. 
Members have been distributing Bulletins at Masses. 
 
Volunteerism - how can get people involved in Parish ministries? A number of suggestions 
were made regarding addressing volunteer shortages, specifically at the 5:30 Mass. Due to the 
timeframe, folks are often not willing to commit. Personal invitations are probably the best way 
to recruit new volunteers (Father will look into recruiting adults). Question: do we have an 
‘excess’ of ministers at one Mass who may be willing to serve on Saturdays instead? Also, could 
we ask folks at the door to hand out Bulletins (very little time and no training required)? Finally, 
volunteerism should be brought up with Faith Formation students, as they could be trained as 
servers, etc. (service hours for older kids). 
 
Committee Reports: 
Christian Service: Matthew 25 calls assisted 16 families/individuals in the month of August, 
2018. YTD call expenditures through August, 2018 were $50.00 over budget. $150.00 was 
requested by St. Vincent De Paul to assist a family with installation of a furnace. $50.00 was 
used to assist an individual who has fallen behind on bills while between jobs. 



Fundraising: The first Pancake Breakfast of the season will be held this Sunday, 09/16. Sandi is 
looking for someone to take over this project for 2019. The Fall Festival/Craft Fair will be held 
on 10/06 in Agape Hall. Volunteers are needed to work in the kitchen, make baked goods, work 
the bake sale table and setup/takedown. Grocery card/SCRIPT sales and calendar lottery 
ongoing. All monies generated go into the Parish General Fund. 
 
New Business: 
Response to the Abuse Scandal: Update: A blurb has been run in the Bulletin, including contact 
info for Diocesan counselors. The question of what the Diocese is doing to address this issue was 
raised. Some felt that although a Grand Jury report has been released, there’s a lack of 
transparency and immediate response/action by Church leadership. It was suggested that 
resources (such as certain Catholic magazine publications) be shared in the Bulletin for those 
who want to know what’s really going on (rather than the media spin). Although this situation 
points to a larger social issue, it was felt that in the end, the Church will come out as a better 
organization. 
 
Selection of Officers: Cris will continue as Secretary and Father will serve as Chair. Father felt 
that this will help address an issue with keeping discussions on topic and on time, which has 
been problematic in the past. 
 
Concerns from Fellow Parishioners: A concern was raised last month about the hardware used 
to hang the large cross in the Sanctuary. Bob Hoffman is working to simplify the hanging 
elements, as it was felt that the hardware isn’t aesthetically pleasing (not that the cross is at risk 
of falling). Also, in response to concerns raised about window glare, trees have been planted 
outside the choir windows. 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:23 PM 
 
 
 
 


