
 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, July 10, 2019. Father Charlie, Cris Bloom, John 
Switalski, Liz Reese and Bob Hoffman were in attendance. Amy Timan, Sandi Craig, Tom 
Parrish, Diane Bremmer, Marlene Gillan and Dee Treaster were absent. 
 
After the opening prayer, the Minutes from June were approved with no changes. 
 
Old Business: 
Parishioner Name Tag Progress: Liz reported that about 300 people have signed up so far. A 
parishioner offered suggestions for how the name tags should be laid out, which was discussed. 
Liz will share the current list of names with Bob, and thank the parishioner for their input. Liz 
also requested that we continue making announcements about this project at the end of Masses.  
 
Emergency Operations Committee: Liz reported good progress so far. Fire, weather and 
violence are the threat areas being focused upon. The Committee is meeting with Jeff Sowash on 
07/16 about putting numbers on all entrances, adding signage with exit routes to all rooms, etc.. 
She’s also looking into arranging CPR/Stop the Bleed training for interested parishioners. 
 
Opportunities Booklet Update: Cris will follow up/revisit this initiative at a later time. Both Dee 
and Chris Wahlmark are dealing with health/family concerns at present, so it might not be the 
best time to pursue the project. 
 
Ministry to the Homebound Update: Father Charlie felt that our Parish has a need for this 
Ministry, but asked if that need is being met. He spoke with Joan Gavin, and there are currently 
seven individuals who visit five people regularly. Father asked us to keep an ear out about 
homebound family members and to consider possible different approaches to this Ministry. 
 
Parish Picnic Update: Our annual Parish Picnic is being held this Sunday, 07/14, at 4 PM. 
Hogfather’s is catering, with parishioners bringing sides, deserts, etc.. John reported that cakes 
are on order and he’ll pick Bingo prizes. Outdoor activities are also being organized. A prayer 
service will be held before dinner, with PC members handing out wristbands afterward. 
 
Sanctuary Lighting Update: Two donations of $17,000.00 and $5,000.00 were received, which 
will cover the costs of replacing the Sanctuary lighting system. The work will begin in mid-July. 
 
Sanctuary Chairs Update: Bob was in touch with Jeff, and this project to repair Sanctuary chairs 
is on his radar. The work is more complex than originally anticipated, though, and will require 
additional guidance from Jeff. 



 

Committee Reports: 
Christian Service: Matthew 25 disbursed $275.00 from the Families in Need fund in June to one 
family member at Fr. Charlie’s request. A balance of $473.00 remains. Calls assisted 16 
families/individuals in the month of June, 2019. YTD Matthew 25 call expenditures through 
June were $63.00 over budget. This is the final annual report for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. 
 
New Business: 
Should We be Concerned About Church Attendance? It’s been observed by Father Charlie and 
some parishioners that attendance isn’t as good as it could be. We discussed how State College is 
a transient community, especially during the summer. Additionally, we’re a contemporary 
parish, which may turn some people away who prefer a more traditional worship experience. 
Statistics also show that church attendance across the board is going down, with only 30% of 
Catholics regularly attending.  
 
We have an excellent Music Ministry which makes music an integral part of the liturgy, rather 
than secondary to it. We also have a facility that encourages interaction and excitement about the 
programs we offer. It was felt that we’re not really doing anything wrong; a drop off in 
attendance is just the current state of affairs within the Church as a whole. 
 
Mary Ellen’s Resignation: Mary Ellen, our staff accountant, has accepted a similar position at 
OLV. Her last day with Good Shepherd will be 07/20. The staff will pick up Mary Ellen’s work 
for the short term while we search for a successor. Father Charlie wanted to thank Mary Ellen for 
her dedication and service to our Parish. 
 
Passing of Grace Bardine: Father let us know that parishioner Grace Bardine recently passed 
away. He was surprised to learn that she willed $500,000.00 in insurance money to our Parish. 
 
New Parish in Gray’s Woods: John noted that a new church is being established in Gray’s 
Woods, and wondered if we should do something to welcome them to the area. An informal 
get-together with members of their Pastoral Council was suggested. John will look into this. 
 
Next Meeting: Our August meeting conflicts with Mass for the Feast of the Assumption (08/14). 
We also took a month off at this time last year. We decided to take a break in August, making 
our next regular meeting 09/11. 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:15 PM 


