
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, January 12, 2018. Tim Miller, Father Charlie, Jill 
Babinski, Margie Meyers, Carol Pioli, Sandi Craig, Ginny Woodring, Elaine Scutti, Mark 
Blonski and John Niebauer were in attendance. Paul Jovanis was absent. The meeting was held 
in the Great Spirit Conference Room due to the accidental double-booking of the Christ the 
Servant Conference Room. 
 

The Opening Prayer was read, and the Minutes from December were approved with no changes.  
 
Old Business: 
Postage Meter Machine: The forms that USPS needs for approval were given to the Office, but 
may have been misplaced. Ginny will look into getting new copies. 
 
Discussion of Cancer Support: Father reported that the group will meet every Second Sunday 
between the 9 AM and 11 AM Masses (~10:15-10:45 AM) in the Chapel. 
 
Parish Business Directory: Cris will share the written proposal with Tim so that he can reach 
out to the parishioner directly to further discuss. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: Tim indicated that the Finance Report for December has not been released yet; 
however, last month’s data is still relevant, especially regarding the building fund. He also noted 
that beginning this month, the FC will start meeting on the third Thursday (rather than the fourth 
Wednesday) of every month. 
 
Christian Service: Karen’s report indicated that the Giving Tree donations were down this year 
with $3,124.00 from the Families in Need tree, $1,395.00 from the Holy Spirit tree, and 
$1,896.00 from the Charitable Agencies tree. A $400.00 donation was also received from the 
Knights of Columbus. Calls assisted 13 families/individuals in the month of December. YTD 
Matthew 25 call expenditures through December were $358.00 under budget. Mark also 
elaborated that the miscellaneous charge of $90.00 was used to purchase a new car seat. 
 
Faith Formation/Youth Ministry: Elaine reported that the recent Advent Gingerbread night was 
a success, with 25 kids in attendance. She’s also in the midst of retreat season for Elementary 
and MS students. This was our first year heading up the 6th Grade Retreat, which is normally 
handled by Sister Suzanne at Bethany. The 9th Grade Retreat, which focuses on Parables, and 
the combined 7th and 8th Grade Social Justice Retreat, are upcoming. Jill pointed out that the 



SCASD recently changed the start time of K-5 classes, adding 45 minutes to the day. Monday 
CCD times may need to be adjusted. Elaine is also gearing up for Jamaica VBS and the Lenten 
Dinners. 
 
Margie reported that HS FF is on break until this weekend, 01/14. December was a great month 
for FF, with many classes being involved in events and service projects that helped them connect 
to the Parish in creative ways. The Diocese has also subscribed to a new program from Renew 
International entitled ‘Rise Together in Christ’. An info meeting will be held later this month. 
 
Parish Family/Life: Paul reported that discussions regarding the Cooperative Nursery continue. 
The Tree Decorating Party was a huge success; holding it after Mass definitely encourage folks 
to come help. Paul is also still working to re-invigorate Neighborhood Outreach -- they’re still 
active to a degree, but there’s a lack of effective communication about their activities. 
 
Prayer & Worship: Father will be scheduling a meeting with Music Ministers and the Art & 
Environment folks to plan the Lenten Season. Lisa W. already has some ideas for the Baptismal 
Font. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Father felt that Christmas was celebrated beautifully and well. There was, 
however, still confusion over the Christmas Mass times, despite many postings online and in 
print with this info. Overall, the Liturgies were well-attended, especially the Children’s Masses, 
which were standing room only. We received quite a bit of positive feedback about the season, as 
well as the recent funeral liturgy for Cindy Maund. This month’s article in US Catholic, which 
dealt with resisting Islamophobia, was also discussed. 
 
New Business: 
Daily Mass Times Survey: Margie took a shot at revising Father’s Mass Survey to make it less 
open-ended. The questions attempt to narrow down/filter responses. There was debate over 
whether it’s necessary to ask questions about participation (ie level of commitment), and the use 
of the word ‘convenient’ -- Father pointed out that religion shouldn’t be a matter of convenience. 
 
Next Meeting Rescheduled: our February PC meeting falls on Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day 
(02/14). It was rescheduled for 02/28, although 02/21 was also considered (Secretary 
unavailable). 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:34 PM 
 
 


