
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, March 14, 2018. Crispolo Bloom, Father Charlie, 
Tim Miller, Paul Jovanis, Carol Pioli, Ginny Woodring, Elaine Scutti and Frank G. were in 
attendance. Jill Babinski, Mark Blonski, Sandi Craig and John Neibauer were absent. 
 

The Opening Prayer was read, and the Minutes from February were approved with no changes.  
 
Old Business: 
Baby Shower: last month, a parishioner suggested the idea of collecting baby items for families 
in need. Father pointed out that just because another parish is doing this doesn’t necessarily mean 
we should as well. It might make more sense to aid initiatives already in progress by other 
organizations. Carol emphasized that we would need to make sure we’re following existing 
rules/regulations, as there are potential liability issues with donating certain types of items. It was 
suggested that we invite the parishioner to our next meeting to further discuss. 

 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: Our YTD is $407,000, with a net income of $24,700.00. The General Fund YTD is 
267,000.00, and Building Fund YTD is $250,000.00. The next FC meeting is scheduled for 
tomorrow. The upcoming Diocesan Ministry Collection should be discussed. 
 
Christian Service: Calls assisted 10 families/individuals in the month of February 2018. YTD 
Matthew 25 call expenditures through February 2018 were $201 under budget. 
 
Faith Formation/Youth Ministry: Approximately 50 people responded to the Daily Mass 
survey. Over half of the respondents do not value Daily Mass and many would not attend even if 
more convenient times were offered. We should consider initiatives to increase awareness. It was 
also noted that we have many young families with children, which isn’t the ideal audience for 
this. 
 
Good Shepherd is getting involved with the Backpack Weekend Food Program, which helps 
children in need. Parishioners Alyssa Wilson and Bill Toretti are heading up the program, and 
several FF classes have agreed to stuff backpacks.  
 
Sleep-Out Saturday will be taking place March 24-25th. The Social Justice Retreat has been 
rescheduled for April 22nd. The Lenten WORD Dessert Team has been pretty successful over 
the past four weeks, with many great donations and volunteers stepping up. Finally, the Jamaica 



Mission Trip was also a huge success. A gathering will be held after the 11 AM Mass on April 
22nd to share Jamaican food, hear stories and view pictures. 
 
Fundraising: No report provided, but help with setup/cleanup will likely be needed for the 
remaining Lenten Dinners. 
 
Parish Family/Life: Paul had a very pleasant experience reaching out to the Easter Egg Hunt 
Committee. The Committee is functioning very well with little-to-no outside help. About 3,000 
eggs are being prepared with help from Faith Formation students. 
 
Shepherd’s Ball planning is progressing well. The meal is being planned with a break so that 
Chef Steve and his wife can participate in the auction, etc.. Appetizers, etc. may also be prepared 
in advance. 
 
Paul and Margie are continuing discussions with Young Moms. The goal and meeting time of 
this group is still up-in-the-air -- further discussions are needed to reach a consensus. Leadership 
still needs to be established, and Father pointed out that this might be a tactful way of addressing 
the issue of distracting kids during Mass. 
 
Prayer & Worship: The results of the Mass Times survey are both interesting and disappointing. 
We were already aware that attendance is low, but the data may help us adjust the times and 
encourage people to participate. Those who do attend, though, usually participate fully. 
 
This month’s US Catholic article was entitled “Salvation for a Fee”. The article discussed 
parishioners paying for Church services and events, and the perception by some that this should 
not be the responsibility of parishioners. It was emphasized that paying for services, facilities and 
staff (musicians, servers, etc.) is not the same as paying for a liturgy or sacrament itself -- these 
are operating expenses that must be covered in order to sustain a parish. Some can’t afford this 
and may not feel welcome, or are of the ‘consumer Catholic’ mindset that they don’t have to 
contribute. Are people not used to giving at GS since we don’t ‘pass the basket’? Are there ways 
we can get children/young people used to the idea of contributing? 
 
New Business: 
Patton Township Police Invitation: We’ve been invited to attend an active shooter training 
session entitled “Learn, Hide, Fight” on April 3rd from 3-4 PM. The program is designed to 
address active shooter incidents in a church setting. Paul volunteered to attend. 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:40 PM 


